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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-196
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members R. Brown, K. Brown, Dennis, Gaffney & Newby
Date of Introduction: March 27, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TRU, F
Date of Analysis: March 29, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; direction to General Counsel to prepare agreements; adoption of grant criteria; waiver of previous ordinance provisions; designation of oversight agencies
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $1 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund to establish a non-residential septic tank repair and replacement and water and sewer connection grant program for commercial properties in the Northwest Economic Development Area. It directs the Office of General Counsel to prepare a standard agreement form to be executed by participating property owners and the City for award and use of grant funds. Grant award criteria are adopted. Conflicting provisions of the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund are waived to facilitate the grant program. The Public Works Department is designated as the City’s oversight agency for purposes of the removal and replacement of septic tanks and for water and sewer hookups, and the Office of Economic Development is designated as the oversight agency for the grant process.
Background Information: Health Department statistics show that there are nearly 1,500 commercially zoned properties using septic tanks in the county, and that more than 530 of those are located within the boundaries of the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund target area (north of I-10 and west of U.S. 17/Main Street, also including the downtown area, Springfield and Panama Park). This ordinance appropriates $1 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund to provide funding for grants to the owners of commercial properties in that area with failing septic tanks to remove their failing systems and be connected to the JEA’s sewer system. Septic tank failure may be determined by the Health Department or identified by a septic tank contractor, certified plumber, or other qualified person identified by the Florida Administrative Code. The bill waives the portions of the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund criteria requiring that grant recipients provide corporate or personal financial statements and audits, evidence of attempts to find private financing, third party underwriting requirements, third party grant administration, etc. with regard to the use of these grants. The grant criteria require that the property in question not have any pending zoning or building code violations, pending liens, unpaid taxes, or environmental contamination in order to be eligible.
Policy Impact Area: Economic development
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund
Analyst: Clements
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